Information for

Technology Coordinators ]
The Hawaii State Assessment Is Moving Online!

Beginning in the 2010-2011 school year, reading, mathematics and science tests will be given
online instead of using paper and pencil booklets. An online field test will be conducted from
February 16-May 26, 2010.

Supported operating systems: supported systems are MAC 0S X or higher, Windows
2000 or higher, and Linux K12 LTSP.

Benefits of the Hawaii
online testing program

Q{ Immediate results

Basic hardware requirements: The minimum hardware requirements are shown

Q{" Students can take tests

below for MAC, Windows and Linux operating systems. The online testing system will function

up to three times and effectively with these minimum specifications. Faster processors and more disk space will
k the hiahest score improve performance. If your school is considering purchasing new computers, we suggest
eep the highes that you consider the recommended specifications below. These specifications should ensure
g{ . . that your computers not only work effectively with the online testing system but also provide
Less testing time, more additional functionality and longevity.
time for teaching Basic Hardware Requirements
Windows 2000 and higher | MAC OS X and higher | Linux
. Minimum Computer with Pentium Macintosh computer with | Computer with Pen-
Other hardware requirements: requirement | 233MHz 128 MBRAM, 52 | Intel x86 or PowerPCG3, | tium Il or AMID K6-I
The minimum recommended screen for current MB hard drive space G4, or G5 processor, 128 233 MHz, 64 MB RAM,
size is 11.6 inches (minimum supported computers MB RAM, 200 MB hard 52 MB hard drive space
resolution is 1024x768). drive space
Recommended | 7.3 GHz processor, 1.3 GHz processor, 1.3 GHz processor,
minimum for 2 GBRAM, 2 GBRAM, 2 GBRAM,
new purchases | 80 GB hard drive 80 GB hard drive 80 GB hard drive

Browser requirements: AR, the HSA contractor, will
supply a secure browser, which prevents students from accessing
other applications and copying or creating screenshots. This
browser must be installed on each computer to be used for
online testing. The browser can be installed individually on each
computer or pushed out to all computers through a network (by
copying browser files from the network to individual computers or
through third-party programs to run the installers, such as Apple
Remote Desktop). Browsers can also be accessed through a shared
network folder. AIR will provide detailed installation instructions
when the browser is released for download on the AlohaHSA
website at http://www.alohahsa.org in January 2010.

Internet requirements: An internet connection (wired or
wireless) is required for online testing. The typical response time for
the online testing system to provide the next question for students

Online testing schedule worksheet:

Step 1: Multiply number of labs/classroom
carts by 120*

Step 2: Divide number of students in school
who need to be tested by result of step 1

Example:

Result is the number of days needed to test
all students in a single subject.
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School A has two computer labs and 800

students who need to be tested in reading.

Step 1:2x 120 = 240

Step 2: 800/240 = 3.3 days to test in one
subject (e.g. reading)

is less than one-half second, but this may depend somewhat on the
reliability of the connection. If the internet goes down, students
will have to complete their tests another day, but the answers they
have already provided will be saved and the student will restart
where s/he left off.

Number of computers needed: There is no minimum
number of computers needed for testing, although for ease of test
administration, it is recommended that schools have at least one
computer lab or mobile cart where all students in a single class can be
tested at the same time. See the online testing schedule worksheet
below for an example of how to estimate the length of testing
periods in your school. It is expected that the online field test and
online operational testing can be completed within one to four weeks,
depending on the size of the school and number of labs available.
Additional scheduling examples will be provided on the AlohaHSA
website in December.

*Assumptions:
Labs/classroom carts can accommodate 30
students; four testing periods per day per
lab/cart; each student tests once; 120
students can be tested per lab per day.
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